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Enemy at the Executive Mansion Gates 

Democrats and Republicans are looking to traditionally hostile states 
for gubernatorial gains. 




Massachusetts gubernatorial candidate Charlie Baker, right, greets a commuter outside South Station 
in Boston the morning after winning the GOP primary. 



By David Catanese Oct. 29, 2014 | 4:01 a.m. EDT + More 

Republicans have their sights set on snagging a pair of seats in the Northeast. Democrats are on the 
march in two Southern states. 

Such is the scrambled map of governors' races in 2014, with each party reaching for victories in 
regions of the country that have been hostile to them. 

Of this year's 36 state gubernatorial contests, 10 remain in play at this late juncture - and neither party 
appears to have a decisive advantage. But whoever controls the keys to the executive mansions in 
many of those battleground states will have considerable impact on policy direction and the political 
atmosphere heading into the 2016 presidential election. 

[READ: Christie Explains Why Governors' Races Are More Important] 

"If you're just a pragmatist and don't really care what happens in the states, you're going to care about 
who is running those states in November of 2016 and what kind of political apparatus they set up and 
what kind of governmental apparatus they set up to ensure a full and fair election in 2016," New 
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, chairman of the Republican Governors Association, said during a speech at 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce last week. 

Among the pickup opportunities being eyed 
by Republicans are Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, two New England states in 
which they have neither a statewide elected 
official nor a member of Congress. Yet both 
gubernatorial races are coming down to the 
wire and are categorized as toss-ups by party 
lieutenants on both sides of the aisle in 
Washington. 

In Massachusetts, the Republican Governors 
Association has spent twice the amount of 
money it did in 201 0, when it was fighting to 
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dislodge incumbent Democratic Gov. Deval 
Patrick. After two terms, Patrick declined to seek re-election, paving the way for Attorney General 
Martha Coakley to achieve redemption in the open-seat race after her feeble 2010 U.S. Senate special 
election bid. 

But Coakley has struggled to inspire the Democratic base, particularly women, providing an opening for 
Republican Charlie Baker, an affable former health care executive who served in former GOP Gov. Bill 
Weld's administration. Baker fell to Patrick in 2010 by 6 percentage points after running a middling 
campaign, but has largely avoided mistakes and is benefiting from a comparison with Coakley, who 
has struggled to motivate usually reliable voters in the commonwealth's urban areas. 

Lauding Baker's management skills, The Boston Globe endorsed his candidacy on Sunday, noting his 
election would cause "creative tension" with a Democratic-dominated legislature. 

"The movement has been really torrential," says Weld, who has been campaigning for Baker. "I'm not 
sure they got to know him [last time]. He's the original hands-on guy. People are getting a sense that, 
'My God, this is a guy who gets out in the community and talks to everybody.'" 

Baker, whose brother is gay, is a socially progressive candidate who cast his daughter in a television 
ad highlighting his support for abortion rights. That's freed him to focus wholly on the economic agenda 
he's pledging to bring to Beacon Hill, which includes tax cuts and welfare reform. 




Massachusetts Democratic gubernatorial candidate Martha Coakley greets people at a Brazilian- 
American center in Framingham, Mass., on Oc. 19. 



Coakley, who would become the first elected female governor of the Bay State, has countered by 
positioning herself as a populist underdog, asserting in her most recent commercial that "the old boys 
club wants Charlie Baker." 



Ironically, it's Coakley's underperformance with women that has given Baker a real chance of returning 
the GOP to the helm of the Massachusetts Statehouse for the first time since Mitt Romney was 
governor. A University of Massachusetts-Lowell poll released this week found Baker's advantage with 
men is almost double Coakley's lead with women, which is only in the single digits. 

"I don't have a group called 'Men for Martha' by the way," Coakley quipped in a debate Monday night, 
seemingly conceding the point. 

Baker's centrist, inclusive approach may serve as a template for how Republicans can make inroads 
with female voters going forward. 



Nearby in Connecticut, the governor's race 
four years ago remained too close to call the 
day after the election. It's possible a similar 
scenario could unfold next week. 

Democratic Gov. Dan Malloy, who eked out a 
victory by a mere 6,400 votes in 2010, is 
facing a rematch with Republican Tom Foley, 
a former U.S. ambassador to Ireland, in one 
of the ugliest campaigns in the country. 

A study by the Wesleyan Media Project this month found that nearly 80 percent of commercials in the 




race that ran in late September and early October were negative, a higher rate than seen even in 
the more high-profile clashes taking place in Florida and Wisconsin. 

One recent advertisement by Foley shows Malloy's nose extending across the screen like the puppet 
Pinocchio. Malloy, for his part, is tarring Foley as a wealthy, out-of-touch plutocrat who outsourced jobs 
during his time in the private sector. 

[ALSO: Newspaper Endorsements Propel Candidates Into Next Week's Midterm Elections] 

The race also has concentrated around Malloy's $1.5 billion tax hike and how it's impacted the state's 
post-recession economic outlook. "Connecticut is now last in America among all states in job growth 
and in the last Gallup poll, 50 percent of residents of Connecticut say they're looking to move. That's 
the kind of leadership you get from a Democratic governor like Dan Malloy," Christie zapped last week 
in Washington. 



Democrats are jittery enough about Malloy's 
chances that they're dispatching both 
President Barack Obama and first lady 
Michelle Obama to the deep blue state just 
days before the election. 

Maine, Connecticut's northern neighbor, is 
experiencing a bit of 2010 redux as well. GOP 
Gov. Paul LePage, an irascible public figure 
with a penchant for colorful, unfiltered 
outbursts, is again in a three-way slog. 
Independent Eliot Cutler is back on the ballot and carrying a significant constituency, threatening to 
allow LePage to slip by Democratic Rep. Mike Michaud. 

History may be made here no matter what the result: Michaud would become the country's first openly 
gay governor; LePage could become the first governor in U.S. history elected back-to- 
back despite acquiring less than 40 percent of the vote each time. 

But just as Republicans are on the hunt in the Northeast - where the party has been decimated over 
the last decade - Democrats are knocking on the door in the Southern states of Georgia and Florida. 

Florida hasn't elected a Democratic governor in 20 years; in Georgia, it's been 16. But both governor's 
seats are now within reach. 



Republican Gov. Nathan Deal's advantage in 
the Peach State is just 2 percentage points, 
according to polling averages compiled by 
RealClearPolitics. 

Saddled by the nation's worst unemployment 
rate at 7.9 percent, Deal has struggled to 
break away from Democratic state Sen. Jason 
Carter, the baby-faced grandson of former 
President Jimmy Carter. 

"The current leadership has taken this state to the bottom. We are dead last in unemployment. That 
means that every other governor in the country is doing a better job at creating jobs for their people 
than Gov. Deal," Carter said in the candidates' most recent debate. 

Carter's unbridled attacks on Deal's performance, vision and ethics have clearly made a mark and 
crawled under the skin of the governor, who is almost twice as old as his opponent. 

[PHOTOS: Top 10 Senate Races of 2014] 

Democrats are increasingly optimistic Carter can slide into a December runoff with Deal. If he can hold 
the incumbent under 50 percent, the campaign will continue through the Thanksgiving holiday and a 
lingering federal investigation into Deal's role in dissembling the state's ethics commission could 
resurface as a political land mine. 

In Florida, a recent episode in which Republican Gov. Rick Scott refused to come onstage to debate 
his opponent - party-switching Democrat Charlie Crist - due to the placement of a cooling fan at 
Crist's feet was only the latest quirky twist in a bizarre race between two peculiar politicians. 

Crist is the far better politician than Scott but is loathed by Republicans for his party switch and viewed 
suspiciously by dyed-in-the-wool Democrats who remain skeptical about his progressive bonafides. 

A Libertarian Party candidate, Adrian Wyllie, is polling stronger than usual due to the discontent 





surrounding both of them, and polls show the 
race essentially tied between Crist and 
Scott. In typical Florida fashion, Democrats 
are already signaling they are prepared for a 
potential recount. 

But one side will eventually prevail, 
guaranteeing the Sunshine State keeps its 
reputation as one of the strangest yet most 
politically fascinating places in the country. 
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David Catanese is senior politics writer for U.S. News & World Report and founder of the 
blog The Run 2016. You can follow him on Twitter and send him feedback at 
dcatanese@usnews.com. 
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Class acts: How the National Guard helps students 
prepare for engineering careers 

Demand in the U.S. job market for experience in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics — the STEM skills — is huge and 
growing. One cost-effective way to pursue a career in ST EM -focused 
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